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on the Tibetans on a large scale; that the Chinese had set out to destroy
Tibetan culture; and that a reasonable standard of living was denied by
the use of Tibetan economy to meet the needs of the Chinese settlers in
Tibet.
China now began to encroach on the frontier of India and to threaten
Bhutan, Sikkim and Nepal. It was clear that China was on the march in
Asia, and thinking men were profoundly worried.
For some years the aggressive spirit of China had been in tune with
that of Russia, but in due course a divergence appeared. We have already
seen how under the Khrushchev regime, Russia, for tactical reasons,
moved gradually towards the idea of peaceful coexistence. None of the
factors which produced that change in Russia were yet operative in
China. Her rulers were not under the necessity of slackening the develop-
ment of war potential in order to improve the standard of living; nor
could they foresee a future in which sheer economic weight would give
them the predominance which Communist philosophy compelled them
to seek. Russia and China thus soon found themselves at loggerheads.
Perhaps the last occasion on which they acted cordially together was in
1958, when China persuaded Russia not to join in a Summit conference
on the Middle East.
In 1960, Khrushchev had stated the Russian view thus: It should not be
forgotten that Lenin's propositions on imperialism were advanced and
developed tens of years ago when the world did not know many things
that are now decisive for historical development, for the entire inter-
national situation. Some of Lenin's propositions on imperialism date back
to the period when there was no Soviet Union, when the other socialist
countries did not exist. . . one cannot mechanically repeat now on this
question what Lenin said many decades ago ... in quite different his-
torical conditions. If Lenin could rise from his grave he would take such
people, as one says, to task and would teach them how one must under-
stand the essence of the matter/ The Chinese on the other hand had
declared in The Red Flag in April 1960, that 'We believe in the absolute
correctness of Lenin's thinking; war is an inevitable outcome of systems
of exploitation and the source of modern wars is the imperialist system.'
Thereafter the rift grew rapidly, until at the Moscow Conference of
eighty-one Communist Parties in November/December 1960, matters
came to a head. The Chinese accused Khrushchev of revisionism and he
on his part alleged that Mao Tse-tung was like Stalin, oblivious of the
realities of the modern world. The situation was full of drama. The
Russian representatives reaffirmed their belief that times had changed